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SUBJECT: WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

INTRODUCTION OF ARABIC LANGUAGE 

1. DURING MAY 25 WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION (WTO) EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL MEETING, WHICH IS CONVEING CONCURRENTLY WITH WTO 
MAY 23-JUNE 2 ASSEMBLY MEETING AT TORREMOLINOS, SPAIN, 

JORDAN CABLED OEF-AGENDA PROPOSAL TO INTRODUCE ARABIC AS 
OFEICIAL LANGUAGE OF ORGANIZATION. ALL OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS 
EXPRESSED AGREEMENT, AT LEAST IN PRINCIPLE, WITH 

PROPOSAL. 

2. U.S. DELEGATE STATED THAT U.S. IN GENERAL OPPOSED 
PROLIFERATION OF LANGUAGES IN INTERGOVERNMENTAL (THE 
STATUS OF WTO) AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. REASONS 
WERE BUDGETARY AND ADMINISTRATIVE. INTRODUCTION OF EXTRA 
LANGUAGE IN ANY ORGANIZATION INCREASED FINANCIAL BURDEN 
FAR BEYOND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN NUMBER OF LANGUAGES. 

ALSO, ADMINISTRATIVE WORLOAD WITH ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 
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COMPOUNDED. MAJOR CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES 
TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
WERE VERY CONCERNED OVER RAPIDLY EXPANDING BUDGETS 
OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND WERE MAKING STRENUOUS 
EFFORTS TO BRING THIS PROBLEM UNDER CONTROL. U.S. 

DELEGATE COULD NOT, HOWEVER, TAKE POSITION ON 
INTRODCUTION OF ARABIC LANGUAGE INTO WTO AS HE HAD 
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NO INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: U.S. DELEGATION REQUESTS 
INSTUCTIONS BY MAY 31 AT LATEST ON POSITON IT 
SHOULD TAKE REGARDING INTRODUCTION OF ARABIC 
LANGUAGE AS OFEICIAL LANGUAGE OF WTO. MATTER 

WILL CERTAINLY COME UP DURING PINAL PLENARY MEETINGS 
OP WTO ASSEMBLY. INSTRICTIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO 
AMEMBASSY MADRID ATTENTION LUBKEMAN. 

4. COMMENT: INTRODUCTION OF ADDITIONAL OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE INTO WTO WILL REQUIRE AMENDMENT OP 
STATUTES, WHICH SPECIFY THAT ENGLISH, FRENCH, 

SPANISH AND RUSSIAN ARE OPFICIAL LANGUAGES. 
AMENDMENT OP STATUTES REQUIRES AGREEMENT OP TWO- 
THIRDS OP MEMBERSHIP OF WTO. THEREFORE, U.S. AND 
LIKE-MINDED MEMBER COUNTRIES HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO 
BLOCK THIS EPFORT.STABLER 
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